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AB 817 will address several pressing issues brought
about due to the Lineage Facility Fire in Boyle
Heights by:

e Preventing permits from being issues to cold
storage facilities like Lineage unless they
maintain a contingency fund to be accessed
in cases of emergency.

e Tax-exempt all future settlements for
residents who have been affected by the
fire.

e Require local governments to take quicker
action on controlling vectors if a state of
emergency has been declared.

Background

On June 17, 2026, in Boyle Heights, Los Angeles, an
eight-day fire ignited at a 500,000 square foot cold
storage facility owned by the company Lineage. The
cause remains under investigation, with preliminary
reports pointing to a rooftop solar array as the likely
origin. LAFD reported that the warehouse’s size and
interior layout significantly impaired their
firefighting capabilities, necessitating helicopter
water drops, an unconventional measure that poses
serious danger to personnel and surrounding
structures.

The prolonged blaze generated significant
quantities of toxic smoke, exposing the surrounding
residential communities to harmful air quality
conditions. At its peak, EPA sensors recorded an AQI
of 621 near the facility, more than double the 300
threshold that defines “hazardous,” the EPA’s
highest and most dangerous air quality category. A
monitoring station at Eastman Avenue Elementary
School, located just blocks away from the facility,
recorded fine particulate matter leveis of 755
micrograms per cubic meter, surpassing the worst

air quality readings documented during the January
2025 Los Angeles County wildfires.

After the fire was extinguished, the 85 million
pounds of food stored in the warehouse began
rotting and started blanketing the community with
noxious odors and drawing significant infestations
of flies, rats, and other vectors

On July 20, 2026, three days after the fire ignited,
Los Angeles City Mayor Bass and Governor Newsom
declared states of emergency. South Coast AQMD
issued particle pollution advisories within hours of
the fire igniting on June 17 and extended them
repeatedly as air quality deteriorated across the
region. The City responded by issuing shelter-in-
place orders, relocating LAUSD summer school
programs, deploying its own pest control
contractor, and .setting up a 45-day cleanup
deadline for Lineage. Additionally, the City
established a Community Resource Center serving
more than 2,000 impacted households — providing
air purifiers, masks, food kits, financial assistance,
and health services — and distributed thousands of
additional air purifiers and masks throughout the
surrounding neighborhood.

Despite these actions, meaningful enforcement was
slow - LACDPH conducted its first complaint
investigation on July 15, nearly a month after the
fire began, and the department did not issue
citations until July 23. Mayor Bass wrote directly to
LACDPH Director Ferrer on July 21, expressing her
concerns regarding the county’s slow response
pace. As of late July, LACDPH had issued six citations,
totaling up to $2,000 per day.

Additionally, Lineage has attempted to provide
resources to the local community, but it has not
been enough. The mere $2 million they have
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provided to the community does not meet the
overwhelming impact of their delayed cleanup
efforts.

The Boyle Heights fire is part of a documented
national trend; between 2020 and 2024, the United
States averaged approximately 1,544 warehouse
fires per year. In 2024, a Lineage cold storage
warehouse of nearly identical scale in Washington
burned for almost two months, with residents
reporting ongoing health problems, including
pneumonia, emphysema, bronchitis, and sinus
infections, more than 10 months later.

Problem

The public health consequences of the Llineage
warehouse fire have been severe and ongoing. A
community survey conducted by LACDPH found that
82% of respondents reported very strong odors,
90% reported noticing odors constantly, 85%
expressed concern about air quality, and 74%
expressed concern about health symptoms. The
decomposing food has attracted large-scale
infestations of flies and rodents, with 84% of
surveyed residents reporting an increase in pests,
76% reporting an increase in flies, and 35%
reporting an increase in rodents. Residents have
suffered acute physical symptoms, including
burning eyes, throat irritation, coughing, difficulty
breathing, nausea, dizziness, and cognitive defects.
Residents have described struggling to breathe even
in their own homes, while others have reported
struggling to eat meals due to the odor and the flies
that land on their food.

The fire’s consequences have additionally
devastated local businesses and disrupted
education for thousands of students. LAUSD has
relocated summer school programs due to air
quality concerns, and there is growing concern that
the crisis will not be resolved before students return
to school on August 12. The environmental
consequences of the Lineage warehouse fire are
also pressing and will likely persist long after the
visible cleanup is complete.

Solution

AB 817 will directly address the aftermath of the
Lineage Facility Fire by:

e Preventing the city and county from issuing
a new building permit for cold storage
facilities like Lineage unless they maintain a
contingency fund that can be accessed in
states of emergency.

e Ensure any settlements that residents get
from this incident are tax-free.

e Require local governments to take quicker
action on eliminating and controlling
vectors like rats and flies if a state of
emergency is declared.

These steps will ensure that Lineage can’t rebuild
without being accountable to the community while

protecting our residents.

Support
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