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Senate Bill 716 

Summary 
Senate Bill 716 would allow cities and counties in 
significant burdened communities to impose 
higher fines for health and safety violations at 
certain large, nonresidential structures. Violators 
would face $1,000 for a first violation, $2,000 for a 
second violation, and $5,000 for each additional 
violation. If the violation results from a state or 
federal disaster declaration, these fines can be 
multiplied up to $50,000 per violation.  

Background  
On June 17, 2026, a structure fire broke out at 
Lineage Logistics’ cold-storage warehouse, a 
491,000-square-foot facility in Boyle Heights. On 
June 18th a shelter-in-place order went into effect 
after crews detected hydrogen fluoride. Two days 
later, on June 20, Los Angeles Mayor Bass issued a 
Declaration of Local Emergency and Governor 
Newsom declared a State of Emergency for Los 
Angeles County. Los Angeles Unified School 
District relocated students from nearby schools 
over air quality concerns. The fire was fully 
extinguished on June 24, 2026.  

After the flames were put out, nearly 88 million 
pounds of spoiled food were left behind in the 
wreckage. Following a July 15th inspection and July 
21st reinspection where violations went 
uncorrected, LA County health officials cited 
Lineage for unsanitary and nuisance conditions 
and imposed fines for rodent and pest violations, 
issuing six citations and imposing $500 fines per 
day from July 23 through July 29. The LA County 
Department of Public Health began citing each 
violation separately on July 29, resulting in fines of 
up to $2,000 per day.  

Problem 
Boyle Heights, unincorporated East Los Angeles 
and other neighborhoods have endured 
overwhelming odors, pest infestations, and the 

daily indignity and hazard of living beside 
decomposing, fire-damaged materials. Residents 
have been unable to open their windows or 
spend time outdoors, and many have been forced 
to run air purifiers and air conditioning around 
the clock, at their own expense, to keep their 
homes livable. Reports of escalating use of mobile 
clinics and emergency department visits, alarming 
health conditions, including respiratory illnesses, 
headaches, bloody noses, and nausea affecting 
small children have worsened.  

These conditions fall on communities already 
burdened by decades of environmental injustice. 
Boyle Heights and unincorporated East Los 
Angeles should not have to bear the continued 
costs, health risks, and disruption of a private 
company’s failure to promptly and fully 
remediate this site.  

Solution  
SB 716 allows cities and counties to impose 
higher fines for violations that result in a threat to 
health or safety on non-residential buildings over 
20,000 square feet: 

• Violators would face $1,000 for a first 
violation; $2,000 for a second violation, 
and $5,000 for each additional violation.  

• If the violation results in a state or federal 
disaster declaration, these fines can be 
multiplied up to $50,000 per violation. 

Retail, schools, offices, hospitals, and similar 
types of buildings are exempt from the fine 
multiplier. 

SB 716 applies solely to Los Angeles County until 
July 1, 2028.  Starting July 1, 2028, it expands to 
significantly burdened environmental justice 
communities statewide.   

 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/wildfire/
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Support 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass 
Ysabel Jurado, Los Angeles City Council District 14 
Los Angeles County 
California Federation of Labor Unions, AFL-CIO 
California Professional Firefighters 
American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO (AFSCME)   
SEIU California 
UNITE HERE International Union, AFL-CIO 
United Domestic Workers/AFSCME Local 3930 
California Nurses Association 
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO 
UNITE HERE Local 11 
California State Association of Counties (CSAC) 
League of California Cities 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC) 
Urban Counties of California (UCC) 
APEN Action 
CA Environmental Voters 
California Environmental Justice Alliance Action 
(CEJA) 
Center for Community Action and Environmental 
Justice 
Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment 
CHISPA 
Clean Water Action 
Coalition for Clean Air 
Communities for a Better Environment 
Fossil Free CA Voters 
Leadership Counsel 
League of Conservation Voters 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles 
Sierra Club 
AAPIs for Civic Empowerment 
ACCE 
ACCE Action 
Alliance for a Better Community 
Alma Family Services 
Barrio Action Youth and Family Center 
Beverly Vermont Community Land Trust 
Bienestar 
CA Coverage and Health Initiatives 
CA Immigrant Policy Center 

CA Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
California Association of Code Enforcement 
Officers 
California Domestic Workers Coalition 
Central City Neighborhood Partners 
Clínica Romero 
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) 
Coalition of California State Tribes 
Consumer Attorneys of California 
Courage California 
Dolores Mission Church and School 
Eastmont Community Center 
Eaton Fire Residents United 
End Child Poverty in CA 
Equal Rights Advocates 
Garment Worker Center 
Grace Institute – End Child Poverty in CA 
Inclusive Action for the City 
Indivisible CA 
JWCH Institute 
LA Voice 
Legacy LA Youth Development Corporation 
Loyola Law School, Loyola Immigrant Justice Clinic  
Michelson Public Policy 
Miguel Contreras Foundation 
Mundo Maya Foundation 
Para Los Niños 
PICO California 
Pilipino Workers Center of Southern California 
Planning and Conservation League  
Proyecto Pastoral at Dolores Mission 
Public Advocates 
Public Counsel 
RotaCare Clinic of San Rafael 
St. John’s Community Health  
TELACU 
The Wall Las Memorias 
Western Center on Law & Poverty, Inc. 
Wesley Health Centers + JWCH Institute  
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Evan Minton, Policy Analyst  
(916) 651-4026 
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